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France to be biggest 
EU market in 2050 
France’s population is growing
faster than expected and could
reach 75m by 2050, making it
the largest in the European
Union so EU’s biggest market
by mid century.The 2004 cen-
sus shows the rate of popula-
tion growth rising steadily over
the last 15 years and is now at
a level - 0.68% yearly - not seen
since the early 1970s.
The country’s statistics office
INSEE has been predicting a
population of 64m by 2050.
According to the 2004 census,
France has 60.2m inhabitants.
This bucks the trend across
the 25-member EU, where
populations are falling because
of low birth rates. French pop-
ulation growth is caused by a
birth rate of 1.9 babies/
woman, and around 25% from
immigration, according to
INSEE.
If the predicted increase takes
place, France will replace
Germany as the EU’s most
populous country.
By UN figures, the German
population is set to decline
from 82m today, to 70.8m by
2005: UK falls from 59.4m to
58.9m and Italy from 57.5m
to a real low of 43m.
Declining populations and
increasing life expectancy
create widespread concern
across the EU over how to
finance welfare and pensions
in coming decades, with
warnings that immigration
will be the only answer.
Changing population levels
also have implications for vot-
ing power distribution within
EU’s institutions.
Source: Http://www.iht.co/
articles/2005/05/13/news/
france.php
This Publically Available
Specification has even got a
preface from David Hughes, DG
Innovation Group of the Dept
Trade and Industry. In this he
notes “ as a result of the initia-
tive, the BSI, National Physical
Laboratory and the steering
committee of UK experts are at
the forefront of European and
international efforts to stan-
dardise in this area.”
Starting with General Terms
(nanomaterial, nanoparticle,
nanoscale, nanoscience, nanos-
tructured, nanotechnology) it
is not until particle names
generic... that some rarer
words occur, acicular (needle
shaped) nano-onion.
Atomization is Americanized
alas, but vapour keeps its vow-
els. Sonication and sonochem-
istry, virus templating [ACS
website] perikenetic not to
mention the glory list of
acronyms. Go get it at 
www.bsi-global.com/nano
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II-VI Inc board of directors has
authorised the company to
purchase up to 500,000 shares
of its Common Stock, repre-
senting approximately 1.7% of
the company’s 29,161,254
total outstanding shares.
The purchases,which will be
made in the open market or in
privately negotiated transactions
as permitted by the Securities
Exchange Act Rule 10b-18,
could begin immediately.
These may occur from time to
time in the future, and the
company may also suspend or 
discontinue this purchase 
programme at any time.
Shares purchased by the 
company will be retained as
treasury stock and will be
available for general corporate
purposes. II-VI Inc expects the
repurchase of shares to at least
partially offset the diluting
effect of issuing shares from
the company’s stock option
plan.
II-VI Inc will finance these
repurchases from cash-in-hand
and amounts available under
its existing credit facility.
Carl J Johnson, chairman and
CEO of II-VI Inc said,“The
board’s decision to implement
a share repurchase programme
reflects their belief in the
Company’s direction and per-
formance and its desire to
enhance shareholder value.”
II-VI buys its own
common stock 
Soitec shows healthy gains 
Soitec consolidated results FY
ended 31 March 2005, illus-
trates the first advantages of
SOI adoption in mass consumer
markets, with sales rising 57.6%
helping to drive improvements
in the Group’s gross profit,
operating and net income.
Gross profit reached 21.2m
for the year, despite the Euro
rising 6.7% against the Dollar.
Operations result finished close
to breakeven - a substantial
improvement from the loss of
27.9m last year. Operating
cash flow was balanced,
despite an aggressive sales
ramp, while successful debt
rescheduling increase the cash
position to 105.7m.
SOI wafer sales grew across the
main wafer sizes, reaching a
record 132.3m in a robust
price environment. Sales for
300mm wafers was even
stronger, rising 248% to a
record 42.1m, up from 14% of
wafer sales last year, to 32%.
Broad-based demand, notably in
microprocessors and the auto-
motive markets also drove sales
growth for other SOI wafer
sizes by 26% up on last year
Licensing revenues  shows
increased SOI adoptionby
184.6% to 2.4m. Picogiga
related revenues of 4.2m
show 16.4% improvement.
Gross profit margin rose to
15% of sales versus a negative
5.7% a year ago.The result was
close to breakeven at a slight
loss of 900,000 including the
one-time benefit of 3.3m. .
Net results improved from
35.8m to 10.6m this year.
Soitec is on track to deliver rev-
enue growth of more than 40%
currently. Improved efficiency
for Bernin I and strong growth
for Bernin II should result in a
major step towards the long
term operating margin target of
15% of sales.
Anticipated revenue growth
higher than 40% with a  recent
major purchase agreement
signed with an existing cus-
tomer (projected value >$100m
between July 2005 and June
2006 for supply of 300mm
wafers) as well as a multi-year
agreement for both 200mm and
300mm with AMD have dramat-
ically enhanced visibility.
“Our leadership position has
been reinforced by our strate-
gic decision to invest in Bernin
II.We are well positioned to
further support our customers'
transition to mass consumer
markets,” said Andre-Jacques
Auberton-Herve, Soitec CEO
and president.
Web: http://www.soitec.com
